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Dear Lew, 

We spoke today about my wish to invest in the publication of The Progressive Era. 

Thank you for accepting our Cobden-Bright Award of $1000, by which we wish to 
recognize and thank Mises Institute for the enormous contribution it is making to the 
emergence of freeorder. 

Please apply this donation to the publication of The Progressive Era, by Murray N. 
Rothbard. 

It is critical that modern liberals understand the deadening effects of complicity 
between business and state in the use of force for mutual advantage.  No one has had 
more insight into this problem, potentially fatal to liberty, than Rothbard. 

Please, accept our deep gratitude for the work you do and for the publication of this 
important book.  Murray and I were friends, and it is a joy to see long forgotten 
writings of his made available.  We will do whatever we can to make this book known. 

About freeorder: 

The word freeorder welds together free & order with the intention that they may 
never again become separated. 

Freeorder expresses the idea that orders arising from freedom work best for all 
intent on using their fullest powers of imagination, reason, and action in pursuit of 
happiness and in service to people and things they love. 
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Two definitions of freeorder: 

What’s good for explorers within each of us and among us. 

A balance among designed and spontaneous orders that serves quest, venture, 
and error correction. 

The conjecture implied by the second definition is that Hayek’s insights into kinds 
of order are useful in thought and productive in action and will remain so as the 
world of liberty evolves. 

The word quest indicates “an aesthetics guided pattern of explorations.”  The 
romantic implications of the word are fundamental.  The emergence of freeorder, 
within each of us and among us depends on a fierce balance of romantic idealism 
and ruthless rationality. 

I believe we would enjoy discussing freeorder and related concepts.  Please be in touch 
at any time. 

My best wishes to you and for the work of the Institute, 

Leif  

303-778-0880 
leifsmith@explorersfoundation.org 
http://explorersfoundation.org 
http://explorersfoundation.org/freeorder.html
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